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A word about…

1. The importance of implementation

2. This year’s conference

3. What’s to come over the next two days



Prioritization of evidence-based policies to improve foundational learning 
is growing

Based on analysis of 51 GPE Partnership Compacts

Kaffenberger, M., Agarwal, M., and Hwa, YY. “Evidence use for policy planning: Analysis of 
government prioritization of evidence-based reforms in GPE Partnership Compacts” 
forthcoming.

Share of compacts including structured pedagogy or 

targeted instruction, by compact year

Based on analysis of Education plans and policies available 

through UNESCO Planipolis

Government policies and plans increasingly mention 

structured pedagogy and targeted instruction

Crawfurd et al., “Are developing countries tackling the learning crisis with What 
Works?” Center for Global Development blog.



…But policies often fail to reach classrooms and students 

Based on policy document review and MICS household survey data analysis

Kaffenberger, M., and Melville, S., “Policy-practice gaps: To what extent are home language policies being 
implemented in the classroom” forthcoming.

Among countries with mother tongue instruction policies, frequently less 

than half of children are taught in their mother tongue



This year’s conference

• Nearly 1,000 registrants for ~250 in person places

• 297 submissions for 35 presentation slots

• Speakers from 20 different countries, majority based in the country the work is 
happening

• A deliberate mix of researchers, implementers, government representatives, and 
funders, brought together around a common agenda



What’s to come over the next two days

3 Innovations this year

2. Lightning talks & 
Video Lightning talks

1. Research presentations & Policy and 
Practice presentations



What’s to come over the next two days

3. Partner side events



What’s to come over the next two days

Cutting edge evidence and insights on how to design and implement 
evidence-based policies at scale and through government systems.

WWHGERigorous Practical

• Rigorous evidence that is in service of implementation – co-developed with policymakers & practitioners, 

adjusted as needs evolve

• Practical findings are codified through rigorous methods and shared for broader application



What’s to come over the next two days
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Chief Executive Officer of Chitradurga 
seeks evidence from stakeholders 
providing services in the District





India stakeholders at WWHGE 
discuss key messages to influence 
Nipun Bharat II
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