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Do voters reward school quality?
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A 4 Let's be frank: we do not give importance
to educatzon because the voters don't either.
Nobody wins an election talking about
education: I, incidentally, am an example.

— Cristovam Buarque
Senator, former Minister of Education of Brazil,

failed presidential candidate
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Do voters reward school quality?

A 4 Let's be frank: we do not give importance
to educatzon because the voters don't either.
Nobody wins an election talking about
education: I, incidentally, am an example.

— Cristovam Buarque
Senator, former Minister of Education of Brazil,

failed presidential candidate

- Many share this belief. But it is WRONG.

- We show that voters do reward governments that
provide high-quality schools.
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School quality info in Brazil: Basic Education Development Index (IDEB)

[DEB;; = Nj; - P;

- Njj: average test score in
Mathematics and Portuguese,
scaled to [0, 10]

+ Pj;: share of pupils who advance to
the next grade

- Simple for voters to understand
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[DEB;; = Nj; - P;

- Njj: average test score in
Mathematics and Portuguese,
scaled to [0, 10]

+ Pj;: share of pupils who advance to
the next grade

- Simple for voters to understand

- Eligibility: urban schools with
> 20 pupils in grade 5
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School quality info in Brazil: Basic Education Development Index (IDEB)

IDEBI}; p— ij . Pl’;f IDEB - Resultados e Metas
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Resultado: Escola UE: PA
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- Njj: average test score in
Mathematics and Portuguese, | | | |
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. Scores released 4 months before
2008 munjcip al elections Official portal: every school’s score, by municipality, searchable and comparable
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School quality info in Brazil: Basic Education Development Index (IDEB)

IDEB;; = N; - P;

- Njj: average test score in
Mathematlcs and Portuguese,
scaled to |0, 10

+ Pjj: share of pupils who advance to
the next grade

- Simple for voters to understand

- Eligibility: urban schools with
> 20 pupils in grade 5

. Scores released 4 months before
2008 municipal elections
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School quality info in Brazil: Basic Education Development Index (IDEB)

Njj: average test score in
Mathematics and Portuguese,
scaled to [0, 10]

P;;: share of pupils who advance to
the next grade

Simple for voters to understan

Eligibility: urban schools with
> 20 pupils in grade 5

Scores released 4 months before
2008 municipal elections
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School quality info in Brazil: Basic Education Development Index (IDEB)

IDEBH — N;j . P;} s |DEB

m— Bolsa Familia

IDEB 2007 released

— SAEB

2005 Prova Brasil
IDEB 2005 released

2008 Municipal election

- Njj: average test score in 100
Mathematics and Portuguese,
scaled to [0, 10]

80

2(

60

0

search interest (0-100)

- Pjj: share of pupils who advance to
the next grade

40

- Simple for voters to understand N

2008

- Eligibility: urban schools with
> 20 pupils in grade 5

Google searches for “IDEB” in Brazil: interest spikes at each release

. Scores released 4 months before
2008 municipal elections
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School quality info in Brazil: Basic Education Development Index (IDEB)

IDEB; = N - P; RESULTADO DO IDEB p

NOTA DA ESCOLA FRANCISCO NASCIMENTO =
] L X8 IUtB/ 3

Wodd, it uum nmim
wﬂ 1 M‘L ’ “‘ﬁ dll IDEB
mm 0. L\ 1711%'!?{ 1mlﬂUf)' m' W

- Njj: average test score in
Mathematics and Portuguese,

vty Yo T faamn. ot mimdem
scaled to [0, 10] T éfw‘ﬁiy*l T ,.w i Geaglp ;:u
Sl "l‘*w,‘%{ ll‘ ' “r u,ugﬁng ﬂdﬁ&m hime-Es 1
P;;: share of pupils who advance to U e oo ymadll S8
P 113 1) R § -
the next grade = 4
, b b i }
Simple for voters to understand ‘.
- Eligibility: urban schools with o i
> 20 pupils in grade 5 [ )
- Scores released 4 months before
2008 munjcip al elections A school announces its own IDEB score
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Measuring the effect of school quality info on incumbent mayors’ vote share

IDEB released
June 2008

IDEB schools [ Vote share 2004 ] [ Vote share 2008 ]

I | I >
Election Oct 2004 Election Oct 2008

Y

Difference 1: 2008 vs. 2004

Effect of IDEB =
(IDEB schools 2008 — IDEB schools 2004)
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Measuring the effect of school quality info on incumbent mayors’ vote share

IDEB released
June 2008

IDEB schools [ Vote share 2004 ] [ Vote share 2008 ]

No-IDEB schools [ Vote share 2004 ] [ Vote share 2008 ]

: | | N
Election Oct 2004 Election Oct 2008

T

Difference 1: 2008 vs. 2004

Effect of IDEB =
(IDEB schools 2008 — IDEB schools 2004) — (No-IDEB schools 2008 — No-IDEB schools 2004)
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Measuring the effect of school quality info on incumbent mayors’ vote share

IDEB released
June 2008

A

IDEB schools [ Vote share 2004 ] [ Vote share 2008 ] Difference 2

I
I > TDEB vs.

No-IDEB schools [ Vote share 2004 ] [ Vote share 2008 ] No-IDEB schools

/

I | I >
Election Oct 2004 Election Oct 2008

Y

Difference 1: 2008 vs. 2004

Effect of IDEB =
(IDEB schools 2008 — IDEB schools 2004) — (No-IDEB schools 2008 — No-IDEB schools 2004)

- Estimated separately for high-, medium- and low-scoring schools
- Comparisons made within municipality

Dias, Duque, Ferraz, Sandholtz Information and the Politics of School Quality WWHGE Oxford - 15 September 2026

3/6



Voters rewarded mayors for high-scoring schools

Effect of IDEB on incumbent vote share (pp), by school quality

4 2 DEE*
A 2.25-point-shift in vote share at the
municipal level would change the

2. 0.61 winner in 23% of 2008 mayoral races
-0.19
0 7
24
Bottom 20% Middle 60% Top 20%
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Municipalities responded by investing more in low-scoring schools
Effect of IDEB on infrastructure investments, by school quality

0.10+ Index = share of 20 items present

IDEB released Services
0.07 - - Piped water
| - Filtered water
- Grid electricity
0.05 - I S - Sewer connection
h - Garbage collection
Facilities
- Indoor bathroom
- Kitchen
- Library or reading room
- Computer lab
- Science lab
- Sports court
- Principal’s office
- Teachers’ room
Equipment
- Computers
- Internet
- Printer

0.03

0.00

-0.03 +

-0.05-
2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

o— Top20% -4 - Middle 60% ----o---- Bottom 20% : %pler

- VCR
- Overhead projector
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Conclusion: School quality information enables accountability

- Mayors with high-scoring schools gained votes
- Mayors then spent more on their low-scoring schools

Salient, digestible info focused voters and politicians on learning.
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Conclusion: School quality information enables accountability

- Mayors with high-scoring schools gained votes
- Mayors then spent more on their low-scoring schools

Salient, digestible info focused voters and politicians on learning.
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Thank you.

wayne.sandholtz@novasbe.pt
¥W: @wsandholtz

waynesandholtz.com
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